
DNR/DEQ Retirees Association

DRAFT Board Meeting Minutes


February 13, 2026

Zoom Meeting


CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
President Hanshue called the meeting to order.

Present:  Sharon Hanshue, Kay Duncan, Daria Devantier, Cheryl Farhat, Mike Moss, Sue Colon, 
Hal Fitch, Mindy Koch

Absent: Deb Begalle, David Forstat, Janice Heck, Patty Roethele


SECRETARY REPORT 
Meeting minutes for October were reviewed, one minor change, Sharon moved, Kay seconded, 
motion passed to approve. Sharon will follow up with draft minutes today as Kay has too much 
going on. 


Note next meeting has not been scheduled, we need to set the date and place.


TREASURER REPORT 
Sue gave a summary of the current financial status. No questions or concerns raised. She also 
reviewed the results of the audit report from Laurie. No issues were identified. Sharon asked if 
Laurie might do this again for us or if its possible to defer to every 2 years. Sue indicated that 
there is quite a bit of information to go through each year so annual review is easier. She was 
not sure Laurie would be able to do this again this year, Hal will check to see if our by-laws 
allow us to defer for another year. 

NOTE: Hal later indicated that our by-laws require an annual audit.


OFFICERS REPORTS 
Regional Reps - nothing new to report. Patty had sent a note out that the Lansing picnic has 
been set for Thursday, June 11th. The normal date for the UP picnic would be July 7 in 
Marquette, we will see if Ann can hold this date so it can be included in the spring newsletter.


Cheryl Farhat: reports she asked Bernie Hubbard about serving as our UP regional rep but he 
is too busy with other things. Ann is also recruiting and will stay involved as needed informally.

Cheryl indicates the spring newsletter must be done by March 9. Cheryl has about 1 1/2 pages 
of the newsletter to fill - Mindy is going to work on it. Some topics discussed included an 
update on the Seney Fire (this might be a good display at our annual meeting), the CMS dams 
sale, the Boyne Mt dam issue (related to loss of public access to the Boyne river if the site is 
developed into private residential), AI data centers and State Land use policies generally. Daria 
agreed to reach out to Liz Brown at EGLE about environmental standards (if any) for the AI data 
centers. Cheryl agree to reach out again to Mary Beth Thelan in EGLE about new retirees and 
how we can reach them to encourage membership in the association.


Sharon raised the question of seeking volunteer of the year and given the meager response 
from membership for nominees, suggested we not solicit nominees this year. Board members 
agreed this was ok so we will not seek out nominees but will consider any that are offered.


We discussed the membership directory (hard copy) and the increasing cost of mailing it out. 
We are barely ahead of the cost and should revisit this topic at our next meeting as a cost 
increase to cover postage may be needed.




Hal gave an interesting overview of the activity on the web page with a shared screen showing 
breakdown in the frequency of visits across the year. We also reviewed where the inquiries 
originate, 71% are from MI, but they do also come from several countries too. We average 
about 3 hits per day. He noted that the Stewards group is going to terminate its web page and 
rely only on their Facebook page. Hal noted we have more value and benefits associated with 
our web page and its worth keeping it. WIX is our provider it cost about $800/year.


OLD BUSINESS 

Sharon asked if any board members had made overtures to recruit potential board reps. We 
are still searching for members to become Region 1 rep, Facebook manager, and secretary.


Sharon was asked if there was any further response to the member concern about the security 
of the electronic PDF directory. There was none.


We discussed the catering options as compiled and summarized by Sue, including the RAM. 
The cost is certainly cheapest by the RAM however we agreed that a more substantive meal 
was desired and we plan to - as we have in the past - subsidize the cost to our membership to 
keep the cost they pay to $15-$16. Sue noted that the caterer from last year was not available 
on our meeting date this year.


After discussion, Kay moved and Sharon seconded to select BJ’s catering. Motion was 
approved. Sue will secure BJ’s and Sharon and Sue will work with RAM to secure a revised 
contract, and seek display space for info Kay has on the history of Parks, Michigan geology 
and/or the Seney fire. 


Other followup items include: Hal will bring the coolers as usual, Sue is planning to get 
cookies, soft drinks and ice. Sue will also be sure that a microphone for our speaker is 
included.


NEW BUSINESS 

Sharon recapped our intent to invite Amy Derosier to discuss the Endangered Species Act for 
our annual meeting. Amy agreed and we discussed specific topics that Amy might address. 
Sharon will follow up with Amy about these ideas.


NEXT BOARD MEETING:  

After discussion, the Board agree to meet on June 5th at the RAM (if available) starting at 10 
AM and including lunch. Sue will check on availability and reserve a room, they put us in the 
main lodge at a cost of $125 the last time we met there. 


Meeting was adjourned about 11:15 am. 


Agenda items to include: 

- cost of mailing the directory and potential increase in hard copy directory charged to 
members.


