
DNR/DEQ Retirees Association

Board Meeting Minutes


October 17, 2025

Zoom Meeting


CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
President Begalle called the meeting to order.

Present:  Debbie Begalle, Sharon Hanshue, Kay Duncan, Daria Devantier, Cheryl Farhat, Mike 
Moss, Sue Colon, Patty Roethele, Dave Forstat, Hal Fitch

Absent: Mindy Koch, Janice Heck, Ann Feldhauser


SECRETARY REPORT 
Meeting minutes for August, no changes, Sharon moved, Deb seconded, motion passed to 
approve. Kay suggested the annual meeting minutes go into the newsletter and on the website. 
Deb motioned to approved, Hal seconded, motion approved.


Note next meeting is scheduled for Jan 13, 2026 via zoom at 10 AM.


TREASURER REPORT 
Sue gave a summary of the current financial status. No questions or concerns raised.


OFFICERS REPORTS 
Regional Reps - nothing new to report

Cheryl Farhat: reports she will approach Bernie Hubbard to see if he would be willing to be the 
UP regional rep. Ann is also recruiting and will stay involved as needed informally.

Cheryl indicates the newsletter will be finished this week.


OLD BUSINESS 
Wrap up of the 2025 annual meeting, with a total of 62 registered and 55 in attendance,


Sharon reported the Articles of Incorporation were signed and sent via snail mail. 


Cheryl reported she had a meeting with Amy Abdo DNR, and the HR liaisons via zoom which 
went well. She sent an info sheet about the association to Amy that Amy will share with new 
retirees. Division newsletters (if they do one) often identify new retirees, which would allow us 
to get names but not contact info. This means there would be quite a bit of let work to get a 
message to new retirees to encourage them to join. Cheryl has also contacted Mary Beth 
about how to contact new retirees in DEQ but she has not heard back.  


NEW BUSINESS 
Audit Schedule - FY ended in August. Lori B is doing the review. Kay asked Sue about status 
old annual financial report (audit) which is not complete at this time, Sue will check in early 
November.


Electronic PDF directory complaint - Sharon described concerns Dave received from a member 
regarding the personal information in the directory that could be abused. Board had a long 
discussion about privacy concerns, the organization has some history on this topic. Kay 
reports she takes about 5 calls a year from folks asking to look someone up. Sharon suggested 
using the web site to ask/secure permission to get access to the database but that would 
entail too much work. The best option is to allow folks to opt out of being included - meaning 
that not even the name appears in the directory., Dave can send out an e—mail to all members 
to ask if there are requests to opt out prior to sending out a new copy of the directory.




We also discussed frequency of sending out the new directory and agreed two times per year 
is enough.


Next annual meeting is at the RAM, September 28th, we are not planning to use their men 
unless things have changed. Cheryl suggested we check to see if Fred’s can cater for us from 
Roscommon. 


Sharon will check with Amy Derosier in DNR to give us a talk on the Endangered Species Act, 
last year was the 50th anniversary of its passage. We’ll also need room cost update from 
Abbey Fox at RAM.


Kay suggested that we use some of our larger displays if their is the space to do so, she has 
some nice displays of Michigan geology and the history of Parks,. 


NEXT BOARD MEETING:  

Jan 13th 2026, 10 AM via Zoom. 


